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Rhetorical Analysis and Rhetorical Appeals: “Mother Tongue” by Amy Tan 
[bookmark: _Int_g56OkPG8]In Amy Tan’s “Mother Tongue” she uses Examples (Logos) to grab the attention of reality for her readers and to elevate the readers' understanding of her story. She uses storytelling abilities to further allow her readers to get a feeling of the real-life experiences that she and her mother had gone through, that explains the whole entirety of her writing in “mother tongue” is because she wants for people like her mother who does not completely know English language as she does know her native language. It is through an experience like she describes on page 5 of “Mother Tongue”, where she states “I later decided I should envision a reader for the stories I would write. And the reader I decided upon was my mother, because these were stories about mothers. So with this reader in mind-and in fact she did read my early drafts-I began to write stories using all the Englishes I grew up with: the English I spoke to my mother, which for lack of a better term might be described as “simple”; the English she used with me, which for lack of a better term might be described as “broken”; my translation of her Chinese, which could certainly be described as “watered down”; and what I imagined to be her translation of her Chinese if she could speak in perfect English, her internal language, and for that I sought to preserve the essence, but neither an English nor a Chinese structure.”. This example of logos that Amy uses in her writing is strong in grabbing the attention of women (specifically mothers) who feel the same way that her mother does or is going through those same exact feelings/experiences that it feels just like they are reading a story written for themselves is what Amy achieving with her writing and use of device (Logos).

